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Issue:

At-Risk Youth

Background:

The Senate bill provides a separate authorization for at-risk
youth programs. The House bill includes an At-Risk Youth
Program within its four-piece block grant.
At the staff level, we have been unable to agree as to how much
should go to the Governor and how much to the local
workforce areas. Senator De Wine, the author of the at-risk
provisions in the Senate bill, wants 50% for the Governor and
50% for the local workforce areas, with a provision that 85% of
the money held by the Governor must go to local areas. He
also agreed to language that would give priority to areas that
have large numbers and concentrations of at-risk youth. The
House wants only 25% of the money to go to the Governor and
75% to local areas.

Talking Points:

I support the proposal put forth by Senator De Wine. Under his
proposal over 90% of the money would go to local areas.
Further, he has accepted a proposal put forth by my staff that
would give priority to applications that serve large numbers or
concentrations of at-risk youth. This language is important in
order to make sure that money flows to those urban and rural
areas most in need of help.
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